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I. Introduction 
 
Lebanese politics are negatively affected by sectarianism, with the majority of political 
parties claiming to serve and protect one sect’s interests. Sectarianism causes divisions 
and reduces trust among citizens in their democratic rights. It is also limiting the chances 
for young independent activists and women to actively participate in the political sphere. 
 
To this end, Rashad Center for Cultural Governance at Adyan Foundation conducted a 
survey, as part of the “Youth Leaders for Non-Sectarian Politics in Lebanon” project, on 
the Lebanese youth’s attitudes and views on politics and sectarianism. 
 

II. Objectives          
  

This survey aims to deepen the understanding of the youth about pluralism in Lebanon, 
religious and national identities, concerns and visions related about Lebanon, and their 
role in building it, in the perspective of the 2022 Parliamentarian elections. 
 

III. Methodology          
 

i. Sample Description 
 

The survey was conducted between November 29- December 14, 2019, with a sample of 
1,800 Lebanese aged 18-35 years, distributed proportionally over the Lebanese districts 
based on the number of registered voters, as per the below table. 
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Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by District 
 

 
 
The sample surveyed consisted of 50.3% males (905 respondents) and 49.7% females 
(895 respondents). 
 
Moreover, 59.8% of the respondents are single, 39.4% married, 0.7% divorced, and 0.1% 
widowed. 
 
The survey was conducted with youth aged between 18 and 35 years old, distributed as 
follows: 
 
Table 2: Distribution of Respondents By Age 
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28.4% of the respondents are Shia’a, 28.2% Sunni, 20% Maronites, and 6.6% Orthodox. 
The sects of the surveyed respondents are detailed in table 3 below, noting that a small 
percentage (1.7%) preferred not to disclose its sectarian affiliation. 
 
Table 3: Distribution of Respondents By Sect 
 

 
 
The highest percentage of respondents have completed secondary education (49%), 
compared to 30.4% who have completed university education and 11.9% who have 
completed the Intermediate level only. 
 
Table 4: Distribution of Respondents By Educational Level  
 

 
 
About half of the respondents stated that they are currently working (50.3%) compared 
to 49.7% who are not. The working respondents were distributed as follows: private 
sector (28.2%), self-employed / employers (17.8%) compared to only 4.3% working in the 
public sector. As for the non-workers, they are mostly students (20.3%), followed by the 
unemployed (15.5%) and housewives (13.8%). 

 
IV. Considering Immigration 
 

29.7% of the young respondents stated that they have seriously considered migrating 
from Lebanon, compared to 70.3% who did not. 39.8% of those who seriously took 
immigration into consideration stated that they are practically seeking to emigrate from 
Lebanon at the present time (Graph 1). 
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Graph 1: Have you seriously considered emigrating from Lebanon? If yes, have you 

recently applied for an immigration? 
 

 
 

The distribution of results by gender shows that male respondents have seriously 
considered immigration at a higher rate than females (32.2% versus 27.3%) (Table 5). 
 

Table 5: Have you seriously considered emigrating from Lebanon? - By Gender  
 

 
 

Males have also recently applied for an immigration by a rate that exceeds that of 
females (43.6% compared to 35.2%) (Table 6). 
 

Table 6: If yes, have you recently applied for an immigration? - By Gender  
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The highest percentage of respondents who seriously thought about emigrating from 
Lebanon was recorded in Keserwan (58.7%), Beirut District I (57.6%), Tripoli (53.6%), 
Akkar (49.3%), Koura (48.3%), Becharre (45.8%), Saida (43.3%) and Zgharta (42.1%) (Table 
7). 

 
Table 7: Have you seriously considered emigrating from Lebanon? - By District  
 

 
 

 
 
However, the percentages of respondents out of those who mentioned that they had 
seriously considered emigrating from Lebanon and who are practically seeking to do so 
varied between the districts mentioned in the previous question. Akkar emerged in the 
first place, where about half of the respondents considering immigration in this district 
mentioned that they are practically seeking to do so (50.7 %) compared to around 40% of 
respondents considering immigration in Beirut District I (Table 8). 
 
Table 8: If yes, have you recently applied for an immigration? - By District  
 

 
 

 
 
The distribution of results by sect shows that Christian and Sunni respondents are the 
most to seriously consider immigration and practically seek to do so, while these 
percentages decrease among the Shiite, Druze and Alawite respondents (Tables 9-10). 
 
Table 9: Have you seriously considered emigrating from Lebanon? - By Sect 
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Table 10: If yes, have you recently applied for an immigration? - By Sect 
 

 
 

Moreover, respondents who participated in the demonstrations that took place since 
October 17th of 2019 mentioned that they are seriously considering immigration from 
Lebanon at a higher rate than non-participants (39.5% versus 22.5%) (Table 11). 
 
Table 11: Have you seriously considered emigrating from Lebanon? - By Participation in 

Protests 
 

 
 
In addition, respondents who participated in the protests and considered immigration 
expressed their actual pursuit of immigration (35.8% out of 39.5%, equivalent to 14%) 
compared to around 10% for non-participants (45.1% out of 22.5%) (Table 12). 
 

Table 12: If yes, have you recently applied for an immigration? - By Participation in 

Protests 
 

 
 
 

V. Relation to Religion 
 
More than half of the young respondents (58.6%, of whom 14.5% strongly agree and 
44.1% agree) stated that they consider themselves to be religious, but for the vast 
majority of respondents (89.2%, of whom 57.1% strongly agree and 32.1% agree) it is a 
personal matter between them and God, and it does not affect their attitudes towards 
others and their relationships with others. Moreover, 49.7% of the youth respondents 
aged between 18 and 35 years (38.9% disagree and 10.8% strongly disagree) do not 
agree that religion impacts their behavior in their daily lives or their own convictions 
(Graph 2). 
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Graph 2: To What Extent do you agree on the following statements about your 
relationship to religion? 
 

 
 
The percentage of females who considered themselves religious (strongly agree and 
agree) exceeded the percentage of males (64.8% compared to 52.5%) (Table 13). 
 
Table 13: I consider myself a religious person- By Gender 
 

 
 
The survey results also showed that religion has more impact on females than it has on 
males regarding to their behavior in their daily lives and their general beliefs. 35.3% of 
females (strongly agree + agree) stated that religion affects the way they behave in their 
daily lives and their general beliefs compared to 27.7% of male respondents (Table 14). 
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Table 14: Religion affects the way I behave in my daily life and my general convictions - 
By Gender 
 

 
 
Religiosity (or “being religious”) rates varied among respondents in the various Lebanese 
districts, reaching the highest levels in Minieh-Dinnieh (72.4%), Akkar (72.1%), Hermel 
(72%) and West Bekaa (71.1%), while the lowest rates were recorded in each of Koura 
(24.1%) and Saida (26.7%) (Table 15). 
 
Table 15: I consider myself a religious person- By District 
 

 
 

 
 
The percentages of respondents who mentioned the effect of religion on the way they 
behave in their daily lives and on their general beliefs have converged in various districts 
except in West Bekaa (68.9%), Hermel (68%), Saida (63.4%), Rachaya (62.5%) and Metn 
(59.7%), where high rates stating the impact of religion on respondents’ daily behavior 
and beliefs were recorded compared to other districts (Table 16). 
 

Table 16: Religious affects the way I behave in my daily life and my general convictions - 
By District 
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Religiosity rates have converged between different confessions; however, they were 
higher among Muslim respondents, of which 82.4% of the Alawite, 67.1% of Sunnis and 
62.6% of Shiaa considered themselves religious, compared to about 50% among each of 
the Maronite, Orthodox, and Catholic respondents (Table17). 
 
Table 17: I consider myself a religious person- By Sect 
 

 
 
The distribution of results by sect also showed that the influence of religion on the 
respondents’ behavior and their general beliefs was more clear among the Shi'aa (36.2%) 
and Sunni (34.2%), while the percentage of Christian respondents who reported the 
effect of religion on their behavior and beliefs was of 29.5% for Maronites, 28.6% among 
the Orthodox and 26.3% for the Catholics (Table 18). 
 
Table 18: Religion affects the way I behave in my daily life and my general convictions - 
By Sect 
 

 
 
Participants in the demonstrations opposed that religion affects the way they behave in 
daily life and their general beliefs at a higher rate than non-participants, as the 
percentage of participants who opposed this statement reached 53.1% compared to 
47.2% for non-participants (Table 19). 
 
Table 19: Religion affects the way I behave in my daily life and my general convictions - 

By Participation in Protests 
 

 
 
It is remarkable that the highest percent of respondents who were not participating in 
the protests that took place since October 17th, 2019 considered themselves to be 
religious (64.9%) compared to 50.1% of those who participated in the protests (Table 20). 
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Table 20: I consider myself a religious person- By Participation in Protests 
 

 
 
Moreover, when respondents were asked about the impact of their sectarian affiliation 
on their political orientations, the majority of them (47.5%) stated that their sectarian 
affiliation does not affect their political orientations; percentages then sharply decrease, 
reaching 23.1% for those who stated that their sectarian affiliation affects their political 
orientations "to some extent", 16.8% "to a small extent" compared to 11.8% "to a large 
extent" (Graph 3). 
 
Graph 3: To what extent does your religious affiliation influence your political 
orientation? 
 

 
 
No significant differences were recorded by gender, as the vast majority of male and 
female respondents expressed that their sectarian affiliation does not affect at all their 
political orientations. 
 
However, the distribution of results by districts showed a variation in the related rates. 
While the highest percentage of respondents in Nabatieh (85.9%), Tripoli (82.7%), Koura 
(86.2%), Batroun (75.9%), Beirut District I (72.7%) and Aley (71%) stated that their 
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sectarian affiliation does not affect at all their political orientations, percentages dropped 
significantly among respondents in West Bekaa (6.7%), Baalbek (5.6%), Zahle and Bcharre 
(8.3% each) (Table 21). 
 
Table 21: To what extent does your religious affiliation influence your political 
orientation? - By District 
 

 
 

 
 
The distribution of results according to the sectarian affiliation of respondents shows that 
the highest percent of respondents who stated that their sectarian affiliation does affect 
their political orientations were Shi'a respondents (25.8%), while percentages decrease 
significantly among respondents from other denominations, not exceeding 10% (table 
22). 
 
Table 22: To what extent does your religious affiliation influence your political 
orientation? - By Sect 
 

 
 
Moreover, 51.8% of respondents who participated in the protests stated that their 
sectarian affiliation does not at all affect their political orientations, compared to 44.3% 
of those who did not participate in the protests. Whereas, 16.4% of those who did not 
participate in the protests stated that their sectarian affiliation greatly affects their 
political orientations compared to only 5.6% of respondents who participated in the 
protests (Table 23). 
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Table 23: To what extent does your religious affiliation influence your political 
orientation? - By Participation in Protests 
 

 
 
In the same context, the distribution of results by age indicated that the highest 
percentage of respondents who stated that their sectarian affiliation does not at all affect 
their political orientations was recorded among respondents aged 18-21 years. 
Percentages decrease relatively for respondents of older age groups, reaching 46.9% for 
those aged 22-26 years old and 46% for those between 27 and 35 years old (Table 24). 
 
Table 24: To what extent does your religious affiliation influence your political 
orientation? - By Age Group  
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VI. Participation in Public Life 

 
i. Affiliation with associations / NGOs 

 
Only 8.7% of respondents mentioned their affiliation with an association or non-
governmental organization, compared to 91.3% who are not affiliated (Graph 4). 
 
Graph 4: Are you currently affiliated with an association or NGO? 
 

 
 
10.5% of male respondents reported to be currently affiliated with an association or a 
non-governmental organization compared to 6.9% of females (Table 25). 
 
Table 25: Are you currently affiliated with an association or a NGO?- By Gender 
 

 
 
Variations were recorded in the various districts as to the percentages of respondents 
affiliated with an association or a non-governmental organization. Rates of affiliation to 
non-governmental organizations reached the highest levels in Saida (40%), Beirut District 
I (19.7%), Aley (17.7%), Bcharre and Rashaya (16.7% each), while such rates decreased in 
other districts and reached 2.2% in Akkar, 1.9% in Zahrani, 1.8% in Marjayoun and 1.7% 
in Minieh and Dinniyeh (Table 26). 
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Table 26: Are you currently affiliated with an association or a NGO?- By District 
 

 
 

 
 

No statistically-significant differences were recorded according to the sectarian affiliation 
of respondents, or according to their participation in the protests since October 17th, 
2019, where close rates were reported among the affiliates to non-governmental 
associations and the non-affiliated according to these variables. 
 

Table 27 details the respondents’ answers to this question according to whether they 
participated or not in the protests, as close percentages of participants in the protests 
and the non-participants who mentioned their affiliation to non-governmental 
organizations were recorded (10.2% and 7.6% respectively). 
 

Table 27: Are you currently affiliated with an association or a NGO?- By Participation in 
Protests 
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ii. Support or affiliation with parties 
 

46% of respondents mentioned their support or endorsement to a specific political entity 
compared to 54% who do not support any political entity (Graph 5). 
 

Graph 5: Do you endorse or support a particular political entity? 
 

 
 
The distribution of results by gender showed that male respondents support / endorse 
specific political entities at a higher rate than females (49.5% for males versus 42.5% for 
females) (Table 28). 

 
Table 28: Do you endorse or support a particular political entity? - By Gender 
 

 
 

The percentage of respondents supporting a specific political entity was the highest in 
Rashaya (91.7%), Hermel (84%), Bcharre (83.3%), and West Bekaa (82.2%), while it 
decreased to the lowest levels in both Koura and Batroun (20.7% in each), Tripoli (13.6%) 
and Minieh / Dinnieh (12.1%), (Table 29). 
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Table 29: Do you endorse or support a particular political entity? - By District 
 

 
 

 
 

The distribution of answers according to religious affiliation showed that Shia’a 
respondents were the most to mention their support / endorsement for a particular 
political entity (72.6%), while percentages decreased significantly for respondents of 
other sects and reached its lowest levels among Sunni (27.4%) and Alawites (11.8%) 
(Table 30). 
 
Table 30: Do you endorse or support a particular political entity? - By Sect 
 

 
 
Moreover, respondents who did not participate in the protests were the ones who 
mentioned the most their support / endorsement for a political entity (56.3%), compared 
to only 32.1% of those who participated at least once in the protests that took place 
since October 17th of last year (Table 31). 
 
Table 31: Do you endorse or support a particular political entity?- By Participation in 
Protests 
 

 
 
In the same context, respondents were asked whether they officially belong (have an 
affiliation card) to a particular political party/movement. Only 8.4% of respondents 
confirmed their official political affiliation, while 91.6% denied so. 
 
As for the reason of their affiliation with a certain political party / movement, more than 
half of the affiliated respondents attributed the matter to their belief in the party's 
ideology (52.6%), 32.2% because the party/movement represents their sect, 10.5% 
because it is an old family affiliation and only 4.6% related it to effectively participate in 
national life (Graph 6). 
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Graph 6: Do you officially belong to a particular political party/movement? 
 

 
 
Significant differences were highlighted by gender, with 12% of male respondents 
reporting their official affiliation with a specific party compared to only 4.8% of affiliated 
females (Table 32). 
 
Table 32: Do you officially belong to a particular political party/movement? - By Gender 
 

 
 
The majority of respondents officially affiliated to parties was recorded in Bcharre 
(29.2%), Baalbeck (21.4%) and Rachaya (20.8%), while the lowest affiliations to political 
parties/movements were recorded in Tripoli (2.7%), Zgharta (2.6%), Tyre and Akkar (2.2% 
each) and Minieh- Dinnieh (1.7%) (Table 33). 
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Table 33: Do you officially belong to a particular political party/movement? - By District 
 

 
 

 
 
The reasons for being officially affiliated with political parties varied according to 
districts. Being an old family affiliation emerged in each of Chouf (42.9%), Tyre and Bint 
Jbeil (50% each), while the highest percentages for the sectarian representation of the 
political party was recorded in West Bekaa (100%), Rachaya (80%), Hermel (75%), 
Baalbek (74.1%) and Zahleh (70%). As for the conviction in the ideology of the party / 
movement, this was most frequently reported among party affiliates in several districts 
such as Keserwan, Byblos, Saida, Jezzine, Nabatiyeh, Marjeyoun, Minieh-Dinnieh, Koura, 
Batroun and Zgharta (100% in each) (Table 34). 
 
Table 34: If you officially belong to a particular political party/movement, please specify 
the reason for your belonging? By District 
 

 
 

 
 
No significant differences were recorded according to the sectarian affiliation of 
respondents, as around 9% of respondents of various sects mentioned their official 
affiliation with a specific party. However, it is remarkable that the lowest rate (6%) was 
recorded among the Sunni respondents. 



Polling the Lebanese Youth on Politics and Sectarianism Opinion Poll 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Information International sal    

Rashad Center for Cultural Governance    21                             Ref.#: 128-9/ January 2020 

Adyan Foundation 

 
When asked about the reasons for belonging to a specific party/movement, 54.5% of the 
Druze respondents officially affiliated to a specific party stated that it is an old family 
affiliation, while the percentage of Shi'a respondents who stated that their official 
affiliation with a particular party is due to the fact that this party represents their sect or 
that they are convinced of the party's ideology was equal (45.3% respectively). On the 
other hand, the highest percentage of party affiliation due to the belief in the party’s 
ideology was recorded among Christian respondents (72.2% for Maronites and 70% for 
the Orthodox) and Sunnis (50%) officially affiliated to specific parties (Table 35). 
 
Table 35: If you officially belong to a particular political party/movement, please specify 
the reason for your belonging? By Sect 
 

 
 
Moreover, a higher rate of official affiliation to parties was recorded among non-
participants in the protests (9.8%) than among participants (6.5%) (Table 36). 
 
Table 36: Do you officially belong to a particular political party/movement? - By 
Participation in Protests 
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iii. Participation in Protests 
 

42.4% of the young respondents stated that they participated, at least once, in the 
demonstrations and protests that took place in Lebanon since October 17th, 2019, 
compared to 57.6% who denied doing so (Graph 7). 
 
Graph 7: Have you participated even once in the demonstrations and protests that have 
occurred in Lebanon since October 17, 2019? 
 

 
 
More male respondents reported having participated in the protests than female 
respondents (45.5% versus 39.3%) (Table 37). 
 
Table 37: Have you participated even once in the demonstrations and protests that have 
occurred in Lebanon since October 17, 2019? - By Gender 
 

 
 
Differences in the rate of participation in the protests were also recorded by districts. The 
highest rate of participation was recorded in Beirut District II (70.2%), Rachaya (70.8%), 
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Tripoli (69.1%) and Saida (63.3%), while the lowest rate was recorded in both Nabatieh 
(11.3%) and Bcharre (4.2%) (Table 38) 
 
 
 
Table 38: Have you participated even once in the demonstrations and protests that have 
occurred in Lebanon since October 17,2019? - By District 
 

 
 

 
 
The rate of participation in protests was highest among the young Sunni respondents 
(61.3%), Druze (51%) and Orthodox (52.1%), but relatively decreased among other sects 
and reached its lowest rate among Shia’a and Alawi respondents, where only 19.4% and 
17.6% respectively reported to have participated in the sit-ins since October 17th, 2019 
(Table 39). 
 
Table 39: Have you participated even once in the demonstrations and protests that have 
occurred in Lebanon since October 17, 2019? - By Sect 
 

 
 
The rate of participation in protests was also highest among the youngest respondents 
aged 18-21 years (50.1%), then decreased relatively for older respondents, reaching 
44.2% for respondents between 22 and 26 years old, while the lowest rate was recorded 
among respondents aged between 27 and 35 years with only 38.8% reporting to have 
participated at least once in the protests since October 17th, 2019 (Table 40). 
 
Table 40: Have you participated even once in the demonstrations and protests that have 
occurred in Lebanon since October 17, 2019? - By Age Group 
 

 
 
Among the most important demands that prompted the demonstrators to participate in 
the protests are the recovery of the looted funds, as 87.4% of those polled strongly 
support this requirement, followed by holding early parliamentary elections (71.5%). The 
rates gradually decrease for other demands, reaching 67.7% to forming a government of 
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non-politicians, 61.9% to overthrowing all politicians without any exception, in addition 
to establishing a civil state (56.4%) (Graph 8). 
 
 
 
 
Graph 8: If you have participated at least once in the demonstrations and protests that 
have occurred in Lebanon since October 17, 2019, to what extent do you support each of 
the reasons / demands of these demonstrations? 
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Support rates for the demands of the protests varied among districts, with the highest 
rate of support for overthrowing all politicians without exception being recorded in Saida 
(89.5%), Koura (88.2%), Tripoli (84.2%), and Beirut District II (83.1%). 
 
As for the recovery of looted funds, a very high rate of support to this demand was 
recorded among the various districts with the exception of Nabatieh, where only 25% of 
the participants in the demonstrations in this district mentioned they strongly supported 
this demand. 
 
On the other hand, the highest rate of supporting the formation of a government of non-
politicians was reported in Saida (94.7%), Batroun (92.2%), Tripoli (90.8%), and Koura 
(88.2%). 
 
Participants in the protests who demanded to establish a civil state were mainly found in 
Nabatieh (100%), Hasbaya (88.9%) and Beirut District I (81.4%), while the highest support 
for early parliamentary elections was recorded among respondents who participated in 
the protests in each of Nabatieh (100%), Minieh- Dinnieh (96.2%), Saida (94.7%), Batroun 
(92.2%), and Beirut District I (90.7%). 
 
Close rates were recorded among respondents who participated in protests of various 
sects as to their demands to overthrow all politicians without any exception and to 
recover looted funds. As for the demonstrators’ demand to form a government of non- 
politicians, the lowest rate of support was recorded among Shia’a respondents who 
participated in the demonstrations (68.7% - strongly agree + agree), while the highest 
percent of Sunnis (91.6%) stated their support for this demand (Table 41). 
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Table 41: If you have participated at least once in the protests, to what extent do you 
support the demand "Forming a government of non-politicians"? - By Sect 
 

 
 
As for the request to establish a civil state, it scored closely among the various sects, 
except for the Sunni where the lowest rate was recorded and reached only 77.8% 
(strongly agree + agree) (Table 42). 
 
Table 42: If you have participated at least once in the protests, to what extent do you 
support the demand "Establishment of a civil state"?- By Sect 
 

 
Moreover, the demand for holding early parliamentary elections scored close rates 
among respondents participating in the protests from different sects, as detailed in Table 
43. 
 
Table 43: If you have participated at least once in the protests, to what extent do you 
support the demand "Holding early parliamentary elections"? - By Sect 
 

 
 
 

VII. Knowledge of the Constitution and Electoral Law 
 

When respondents were asked whether they had previously looked over the Lebanese 
constitution, only 22.6% of the respondents stated that they had done so, compared to 
77.4% who did not. (Graph 9). 
 
Graph 9: Have you ever looked over the Lebanese Constitution? 
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Clear differences were detected by gender regarding this question, as 26.7% of male 
respondents stated that they have looked over the Lebanese constitution compared to 
only 18.4% of females who did so (Table 44). 
 
Table 44: Have you ever looked over the Lebanese Constitution? - By Gender 
 

 
 
The distribution of results by districts showed that respondents in Baabda (52.5%), 
Zgharta (47.4%), Bcharre (45.8%), Batroun (44.8%) and Akkar (41.9%) were the most to 
report having looked over the Lebanese constitution, whereas the lowest rates were 
recorded in Zahleh (7.1%), Marjayoun (5.5%) and Chouf (4.1%) (Table 45). 
 
Table 45: Have you ever looked over the Lebanese Constitution? - By District 
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In addition, the highest percentage of Orthodox (34.5%) and Alawite respondents (35.3%) 
reported that they had looked over the Lebanese constitution compared to 17.6% of 
Shia’a and 11.8% of Druze respondents (Table 46). 
 
Table 46: Have you ever looked over the Lebanese Constitution? - By Sect 
 

 
 
Survey results also showed that participants in protests had looked over the Lebanese 
constitution more than non-participants (26% compared to 20.1%) (Table 47). 
 
Table 47: Have you ever looked over the Lebanese Constitution? - By Participation in 
Protests 
 

 
 
On a separate note, when respondents were asked which electoral law they would 
choose in the event of issuing a new parliamentary electoral law outside the sectarian 
record, around half of respondents (50.1%) reported they prefer a proportional 
representation with single district. Percentages decrease significantly for other 
responses, with 15.5% for a proportional representation in middle sized districts with one 
preferential vote, compared to 10.5% for a Majoritarian representation in multiple seat 
caza district with one person one vote (Graph 10). 
 
Graph 10: In the event of issuing a new parliamentary electoral law outside the sectarian 
record, which of the following electoral laws would you choose? 
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There were no significant differences by gender regarding the related question. However, 
the results varied clearly by districts, where the highest rate of support of a proportional 
representation with single district was recorded in Marjayoun (89.1%), Nabatieh (83.1%) 
and Aley (80.6%). As for the proportional representation in middle sized districts (with 
one preferential vote), it scored highest among respondents in Akkar (54.4%) and Zgharta 
(50%) (Table 48). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 48: In the event of issuing a new parliamentary electoral law outside the sectarian 
record, which of the following electoral laws would you choose? - By District 
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The distribution of results by sect shows that a “proportional representation with a single 
district” ranked first among the respondents from various sects at varying rates, the 
highest being among Shia’a respondents (76.5%) the lowest being among the Armenians 
(31.9%), whereas the largest percent of Alawite respondents (41.2%) preferred a 
proportional representation in middle sized districts (Table 49). 
 
Table 49: In the event of issuing a new parliamentary electoral law outside the sectarian 
record, which of the following electoral laws would you choose? - By Sect 
 

 
Slight differences were recorded between participants and non-participants in the recent 
protests. 51.4% of the non- participants in protests stated they prefer a proportional 
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representation with single district (closed list of 128 MPs), compared to 48.3% of 
respondents who participated in the protests. The same applies to a “proportional 
representation in middle sized districts with one preferential vote” (18.2% for non-
participants in protests compared to 11.8% for participants) (Table 50). 
 
Table 50: In the event of issuing a new parliamentary electoral law outside the sectarian 
record, which of the following electoral laws would you choose? - By Participation in 
Protests 
 

 
 
When young respondents were asked whether they support decreasing the voting age to 
18 years, the majority of respondents answered positively (77.5%), compared to 22.5% 
who did not support this proposal (Graph 11). 
 
Graph 11: Do you support decreasing the voting age to 18? 
 

 
No statistically-significant differences were recorded when looking at the results by 
gender or by participation in protests. 
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However, the rate of support for this proposal varied by districts, where decreasing the 
voting age to 18 years was mostly advocated in Byblos, Hasbaya, Zahrani, Tyre, Nabatieh, 
and Jezzine (100% each), while percentages decreased for other districts to reach their 
lowest levels in Zahle (40.5%) and Chouf (42.9%) (Table 51). 
 
Table 51: Do you support decreasing the voting age to 18? - By District 
 

 
 

 
 
Shia’a respondents were the greatest supporters of decreasing the voting age to 18 years 
(86.9%), while the lowest support was recorded among Catholics (61.3%) and Druze 
(68.6%) (Table 52). 

 
Table 52: Do you support decreasing the voting age to 18? - By Sect 
 

 
 
 

VIII. Sources used to obtain information about politics in Lebanon 
 

Social media ranked first in the list of sources used by the youth to access information 
about politics in Lebanon, with 62.8% of respondents reporting using social media "to a 
great extent" or "to a very great extent". Television ranked second (55.9%), followed by 
people of trust (49.2%) and websites (19%), while rates decreased significantly for both 
radio (3.6%) and newspapers (0.2%) (Graph 12). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graph 12: To what extent do you use the following sources to access information about 
politics in Lebanon? 
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It is important to note that respondents who participated at least once in the protests 
mentioned their use of social media in order to obtain information about politics at a 
very high rate of 75.8% compared to only 53.2% for non-participants (Table 53). 
 
Table 53: To what extent do you use “social media” to access information about politics 
in Lebanon? - By Participation in Protests 
 

 
 

Close percentages were recorded among respondents from various age groups who 
mentioned their use of social media in order to access information about politics in 
Lebanon. 66.6% of respondents aged 18-21 years mentioned this source, 65.5% for those 
aged 22-26 years, and 60.1% for respondents aged between 27 and 35 years old (Table 
54). 
 
Table 54: To what extent do you use “social media” to access information about politics 
in Lebanon?- By Age Group 
 

 
 
Al-Jadeed TV ranked first among the TV channels that respondents trust most for 
information about politics (24.2%), followed by LBCI (23.5%) and MTV (21%) (Graph 13). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Polling the Lebanese Youth on Politics and Sectarianism Opinion Poll 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Information International sal    

Rashad Center for Cultural Governance    35                             Ref.#: 128-9/ January 2020 

Adyan Foundation 

Graph 13: For Respondents who mentioned using TV, please specify which TV Station you 
trust the most to access information about politics in Lebanon 
 

 
 
As for respondents who mentioned resorting to websites in order to access information 
about politics in Lebanon, 25.9% of them reported that they trust most Lebanon24.com, 
followed by Lebanonfiles.com (23.6%), then Lebanondebate.com (15%). Percentages 
then drop respectively for other reported websites as detailed in Graph 14. 
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Graph 14: For Respondents who mentioned using Websites, please specify which 
Website you trust the most to access information about politics in Lebanon 
 

 
 
It is very important to note that the question about the media, including websites, relates 
to the extent of trust in obtaining political information, and therefore we stress on the 
following: 
 

 First: "Trust" is a private and personal matter, and even if it is related to the 
extent of suggesting the source's credibility, it is affected by events and facts 
during the period of the survey. This poll was conducted during the period of 
demonstrations and protests. 
 

 Second: The answers do not necessarily reflect the extent of the “penetration” of 
these sources in Lebanon because this issue requires a different study than this 
poll. 
 

 Third: The websites that respondents mentioned they resort to in order to obtain 
“trustworthy’ information rely mostly on written and visual media from 
newspapers and TV channels, and therefore are not often the primary source of 
news. 
 

 Fourth: the phenomenon that deserves further study is the Lebanese’s attention 
to television channels and websites as alternative sources for newspapers. 
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IX. Attitude towards Sectarianism 
 

The vast majority of respondents (90%) agreed that the sectarian political system causes 
crises/tensions because it generates conflicts among the various sects; 89.9% expressed 
their agreement that the sectarian system triggers quotas and corruption and makes 
accountability difficult, and another 89.3% stated that the sectarian system proved its 
failure in protecting the Lebanese and their economic growth. Approval rates decrease 
significantly for other statements, as 71.8% of respondents stated that the civil state also 
guarantees the rights of sects, followed by 68.9% who expressed their agreement that 
the sectarian system guarantees the rights of major sects and marginalizes minorities. 
 
On the other hand, 50.2% agreed that thorough secularization is the alternative to the 
sectarian system, while 34.9% recorded their agreement that the sectarian system 
guarantees the rights of the sects to power sharing and public office (Graph 15). 
 
Graph 15: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with each of the following 
statements about sectarianism 
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The responses of respondents who agreed that the sectarian system guarantees the 
rights of the sects to power sharing and public office varied by districts, where the 
highest level of agreement for this statement was recorded in Rachaya (75%), Hermel 
(68%) and Zahleh (63.1%), while the lowest rates were recorded in Jezzine (0%), Nabatieh 
(1.4%) and Byblos (2.5%) (Table 55). 

 

Table 55: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statement 
"The sectarian system guarantees the sects' rights to power-sharing and public office”? - 
By District 
 

Beirut 1 Beirut 2 Metn Keserwan Jbeil Baabda Aley Chouf
West 

Bekaa
Rachaya Zahle Baalbeck Hermel Saida

Strongly agree 40.9% 21.4% 19.5% 26.1% 33.8% 5.1% 28.9% 29.2% 36.9% 19.0% 40.0% 6.7%

Agree 13.6% 15.5% 28.7% 13.0% 2.5% 13.8% 12.9% 21.4% 28.9% 45.8% 26.2% 38.9% 28.0% 53.3%

Neutral 6.1% 13.7% 14.9% 19.6% 7.5% 6.3% 16.1% 4.1% 26.7% 4.2% 17.9% 20.6% 8.0% 16.7%

Disagree 22.7% 24.4% 25.3% 19.6% 50.0% 25.0% 48.4% 43.9% 13.3% 4.2% 3.6% 14.3% 23.3%

Strongly disagree 16.7% 25.0% 11.5% 21.7% 40.0% 21.3% 22.6% 25.5% 2.2% 16.7% 15.5% 7.1% 24.0%

Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%  
 

 
 

As for the distribution of results by sect, the highest rate of agreement to that the 
sectarian system guarantees the rights of the sects to power sharing and public office 
was recorded among Alawite (70.6%) and Sunni (41.4%). Percentages then decrease 
among respondents of the other sects, with the lowest level of agreement to this 
statement being recorded among the Shia’a (25.5%) and Druze (22.5%) (Table 56). 
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Table 56: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statement 
"The sectarian system guarantees the sects' rights to power-sharing and public office”? - 
By Sect 
 

 
 
The distribution of results by district showed a variation in the levels of agreement that 
thorough secularization is the alternative to the sectarian system. The highest approval 
rates for this statement were recorded in Keserwan (69.6%), Jezzine (69%), Zgharta 
(68.4%) and Beirut District II (67.8%), while related rates decreased in the other districts, 
and reached their lowest levels in Hermel (12%) and Minieh- Dinnieh (10.3%) (Table 57). 
 
Table 57: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statement 
"The alternative to sectarian system is the thorough secularization”? - By District 
 

 
 

 
 
The rates of agreement to that “Thorough secularization is the alternative to the 
sectarian system” also varied based on the sectarian affiliation of respondents. Druze and 
Maronite respondents were among the main supporters of this statement (66.7% and 
62.7% respectively), while related approval rates decreased significantly among the 
Shia’a and Sunni and reached 44.4% and 37.1%, respectively (Table 58). 
 
Table 58: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statement 
"The alternative to sectarian system is the thorough secularization”? - By Sect 
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Clear differences were detected among participants and non-participants in the protests 
with regard to their level of agreement that thorough secularization is the alternative to 
the sectarian system. 59.5% of respondents who participated in the protests agreed with 
this statement (Strongly Agree + Agree), while the rate decreased to 43.2% for non-
participants as shown in Table 59. 
 
Table 59: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statement 
"The alternative to sectarian system is the thorough secularization”? - By Participation in 
Protests 
 

 
 
Different rates were also recorded among respondents from different sects regarding 
their level of agreement that the civil state also guarantees the rights of sects. Druze, 
Catholic, and Maronite respondents were the highest supporters of this statement 
(85.3%, 80.1% and 79.1%, respectively), while percentages decreased significantly for the 
Sunni, with only 54.9% indicating their agreement to this statement (Table 60). 

 
Table 60: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statement 
"The civil state also guarantees the rights of sects”? - By Sect 
 

 
 

Participants in the protests highly agreed that the civil state also guarantees the rights of 
sects, as 76% of respondents who participated in the protests stated that they agreed 
(strongly agree + agree) to this statement compared to 68.6% of those who did not 
participate in the protests (Table 61). 

 
Table 61: Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with the following statement 
"The civil state also guarantees the rights of sects”? - By Participation in Protests 
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X. Political sectarianism and civil state 

 
When asked about the guarantees or consequences of political sectarianism, "the 
leader's control over the sect" ranked first (40.3%). Percentages decreased significantly 
for other responses and scored 24.7% for power sharing, 14.2% for preservation of 
sectarian identity in addition to other responses as detailed in Graph 16. 
 
Graph 16: In your opinion, what guarantees/consequences does the political sectarianism 
have? 
 

 
 
The guarantees/consequences provided by political sectarianism differed by district. 
While respondents in the majority of the districts stated that the biggest consequence 
provided by political sectarianism is the leader's control over the sect, “preservation of 
sectarian identity” emerged with a higher percentage in each of Hermel (44%), Baalbek 
(34.1%), Bcharre (29.2%), and Zahleh (27.4%), while “Power sharing” recorded the 
highest percentage in Marjayoun (61.8%), Nabatieh (56.3%), Tyre (46.2%) and Byblos 
(42.5%) (Table 62). 
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Table 62: In your opinion, what guarantees/consequences does the political sectarianism 
have? - By District 
 

 
 

 
 

The distribution of results by sect showed that the “leader’s control over the sect” 
ranked first among respondents of various sects, although at varying rates, and scored 
lowest among the Shia’a respondents (26.2%), while “power sharing” ranked first among 
the latter at 36.8% (Table 63). 
 

Table 63: In your opinion, what guarantees/consequences does the political sectarianism 
have? - By Sect 
 

 
 
The majority of respondents agreed that the sectarian quota for political and 
administrative positions in Lebanon should be abolished (85.3%), 78.3% on the Freedom 
of expression to be allowed without any boundaries, and 77% on the Religion in Lebanon 
to be completely separated from the state. 68.3% reported their agreement that 
Defamation of religious shrines and symbols should be criminalized, 65.4% to pass a law 
prohibiting the formation of sectarian parties and requiring a certain percentage of 
affiliates from another sect to be adopted, 65% for electing a parliament outside the 
sectarian record and establishing a Senate representing the sects, and 63.7% for an 
optional civil law for personal status (civil marriage, inheritance law, etc.) to be adopted 
in Lebanon. As for adopting a decentralized system for each region so to enact its own 
laws and manage its affairs differently from other regions, 45.5% of respondents 
disagreed on that statement, and another 53.2% opposed the adoption of a law 
prohibiting religious expressions in public places (Graph 17).  
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Graph 17: To what extent do you agree with the following statements? 
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Close levels of agreement on the necessity of separating religion from the state were 
recorded by district, where the highest levels were scored in Zahrani and Marjeyoun 
(100% each), with the exception of the Baalbek district, where only 31.7% of respondents 
in the latter district reported their approval of this issue (Table 64). 
 
Table 64: Religion in Lebanon should be completely separated from the state? By District 
 

 
 

 
 
Moreover, close levels of agreement as to the necessity of a complete separation of 
religion from the state in Lebanon were recorded among the Christian and Druze 
respondents, while the level of approval on this issue decreased among the Sunni 
respondents (67%) (Table 65). 
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Table 65: Religion in Lebanon should be completely separated from the state? By Sect 
 

 
 
Agreeing on an optional civil law for personal status in Lebanon scored differently by 
district. While 92.5% in Jbeil, 91.6% in Bcharre and 89.7% in Jezzine agreed to pass this 
law, the levels of agreement decreased among respondents in each of Tripoli (34.5%), 
West Bekaa (33.3%), Baalbek (25.4%), and Hermel (20%) (Table 66). 
 
Table 66: An optional civil law for personal status should be adopted in Lebanon? By 
District 
 

 
 

 
 
Looking at the results by sect, approving an optional civil law for personal status in 
Lebanon scored highest among Christian respondents (86.7% for Maronites, 82.6% for 
Catholics), while the approval rate decreased for the Druze (64.7%) and Shia’a 
respondents (58.1%) to reach its lowest level among the Sunni, with only 42.2% of them 
reporting they agree to this proposal (Table 67). 
 
Table 67: An optional civil law for personal status should be adopted in Lebanon? By Sect 
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No statistically significant differences were recorded by gender with regard to agreeing 
on the adoption of an optional civil law for personal status in Lebanon. In this context, 
64.1% of males and 63.2% of female respondents reported their agreement on this 
statement (Table 68). 
 
Table 68: An optional civil law for personal status should be adopted in Lebanon? By 
Gender 
 

 
 
Close levels of agreement on the adoption of an optional civil law for personal status in 
Lebanon were recorded among respondents who participated in the protests and those 
who did not. 66.6% of the participants in protests stated their approval of this issue, 
compared to 61.4% of non-participants (Table 69). 
 
Table 69: An optional civil law for personal status should be adopted in Lebanon? By 
Participation in Protests 
 

 
 
Different rates of agreement for adopting a decentralized system for each region so to 
enact its own laws and manage its affairs differently from other regions were recorded. 
While 89.5% in Zgharta and 77.6% in Minieh-Dinnieh agreed to this proposal, 
percentages dropped significantly among respondents in Nabatieh (1.4%), Tyre (0%) and 
Hasbaya (0%) (Table 70). 
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Table 70: Adopting a decentralized system for each region so to enact its own laws and 
manage its affairs differently from other regions? By District 
 

 
 

 
 
Looking at the results by sect, close rates were recorded among Christian and Sunni 
respondents who expressed their agreement to adopt a decentralized system for each 
region so to enact its own laws and manage its affairs differently from other regions, 
while this percentage clearly decreased among the Shia’a respondents, where it reached 
only 18% (Table 71). 
 
Table 71: Adopting a decentralized system for each region so to enact its own laws and 
manage its affairs differently from other regions? By Sect 
 

 
 
When respondents were asked about which alternative system of political sectarianism 
they consider to be appropriate for Lebanon, "complete separation of religion from the 
state and the law and confining it to private life " ranked first (47.8%), while percentages 
dropped significantly for other responses, with 13.1% for administrative decentralization, 
12.7 % for secularism, in addition to other answers detailed in Graph 18. 
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Graph 18: In your opinion, which alternative system of political sectarianism do you 
consider appropriate for Lebanon? 
 

 
 
The complete separation of religion from the state and the law ranked first in the 
majority of the districts as an alternative system to political sectarianism, with the 
exception of West Bekaa, Rashaya, Minieh- Dinnieh, Koura, Batroun, and Bcharre, where 
respondents preferred secularism in West Bekaa, Rashaya, and Koura (31.1%, 37.5%, and 
31% respectively), compared to federalism in Minieh- Dinnieh (46.6%) and administrative 
decentralization in Batroun and Bcharre (27.6% and 62.5% respectively) (Table 72). 
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Table 72: In your opinion, which alternative system of political sectarianism do you 
consider appropriate for Lebanon? - By District 
 

 
 

 
 
The highest rate of respondents from various confessions stated that the complete 
separation of religion from the state and the law is the best alternative system for 
political sectarianism. Close rates were recorded among respondents of different sects 
with the exception of the Sunni who scored lowest in this issue (35.3%) compared to 
Shia’a (59.9%) and Maronites (46.9%) (Table 73). 
 
Table 73: In your opinion, which alternative system of political sectarianism do you 
consider appropriate for Lebanon? - By Sect 
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As for the distribution of answers by participation in the protests, the survey results 
showed that respondents who participated in the protests stated their preference for 
secularism as an alternative to political sectarianism in Lebanon at a higher rate than 
non-participants (19.4% compared to 7.8%, respectively). On the other hand, about half 
of the respondents who did not participate in the protests (51.9%) stated that the 
complete separation of religion from the state and the law and restricting it to private life 
is the best system as an alternative to political sectarianism compared to 42.1% of 
respondents who participated in the protests (Table 74). 
 
Table 74: In your opinion, which alternative system of political sectarianism do you 
consider appropriate for Lebanon? - By Participation in Protests 
 

 
 
 

XI. Pluralism and Civil State 
 

The vast majority of respondents agreed that taking part in others’ religious occasions is 
a source of enrichment for the individual and the society (89.2%), 77.5% supported a 
religious education program on various religions, 67.3% agreed on mixed marriage 
(Islamic-Christian), while 61.9% disagreed that maintaining the sectarian nature of the 
regions is a source of enrichment for the individual and society (Graph 19). 
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Graph 19: To what extent do you agree that religious pluralism in Lebanon in the 
following areas is a source of enrichment for the individual and the society? 
 

 
 
The rates of agreement on the various listed statements varied by district. Close rates of 
agreement for mixed marriage in Lebanon being a source of wealth for the individual and 
the society were recorded in most districts and ranged between 60-80%, except in 
Rashaya (41.6%), Baalbek (40.5%), Saida (36.6%) and reached its lowest in Hermel (36%) 
(Table 75). 

 
Table 75: To what extent do you agree that Mixed marriage in Lebanon is a source of 
enrichment for the individual and the society? - By District 
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On the other hand, the majority of young respondents in different districts disagreed on 
the statement that maintaining the sectarian nature of regions is a source of enrichment 
for the individual and the society, with the highest opposition rate being recorded in 
Nabatieh (88.7%), Saida (86.7%) and Bint Jbeil (86.1%), declining then significantly among 
respondents in Keserwan (30.4%), Metn (28.7%), and Byblos (22.5%) (Table 76). 
 
Table 76: To what extent do you agree that maintaining the sectarian nature of regions is 
a source of enrichment for the individual and the society? - By District 
 

 
 

 
 
The distribution of results by sect showed close agreement rates among Christian 
respondents on mixed marriage in Lebanon being a source of enrichment for the 
individual and society (around 80% on average among Christians - strongly agree + 
agree), while the agreement rate on this statement decreased among the Shia’a 
respondents (70.8%), and recorded its lowest score among Druze (56.8%) and Sunni 
respondents (52.3%) (Table 77). 
 
Table 77: To what extent do you agree that mixed marriage in Lebanon is a source of 
enrichment for the individual and the society? - By Sect 
 

 
 
Still in the same context, participants and non-participants in the protests since October 
17, 2019 showed close rates of agreement that mixed marriage in Lebanon is a source of 
enrichment for the individual and the society (68.9% and 66.1% respectively) (Table 78). 
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Table 78: To what extent do you agree that mixed marriage in Lebanon is a source of 
enrichment for the individual and the society? - By Participation in Protests 
 

 
 
On the other hand, looking at the results by sect showed significant differences between 
Christian and Muslim respondents regarding their disagreement to that maintaining the 
sectarian nature of regions is a source of enrichment for the individual and thesociety. 
Around only 45% of Christians disagreed on this issue, while opposition rates increased 
among Sunni (65.7%) and Shia’a respondents (79.4%), as shown in Table 79 below. 
 
Table 79: To what extent do you agree that maintaining the sectarian nature of regions is 
a source of enrichment for the individual and the society? - By Sect 
 

 
 
Moreover, 55.3% of surveyed respondents expressed the need to maintain pluralism in 
the field of education, as well as in the field of law (50.9%), while 64.8% disagreed on the 
necessity of maintaining pluralism in political representation compared to 40.9% who 
disagreed on pluralism in public policies (Graph 20). 
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Graph 20: To what extent do you agree that pluralism should be maintained in the 
following Areas? 
 

 
 
The highest opposition to the necessity of maintaining pluralism in public policies was 
recorded in Zahrani (88.9%), Tyre (87.9%), Nabatieh (87.3%) and Jezzine (82.7%), while 
this opposition rate decreased significantly in Minieh-Dinnieh (8.6%) Akkar (7.4%), 
Zgharta (5.3%) and Bcharre (4.2%) (Table 80). 
 
Table 80: To what extent do you agree that pluralism should be maintained in Public 
policies? - By District 
 

 
 

 
 
Moreover, non-participants in the protests disagreed more on the necessity of preserving 
pluralism in public policies than respondents who participated in the protests (43.9% 
versus 36.8%) (Table 81). 
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Table 81: To what extent do you agree that pluralism should be maintained in Public 
policies? - By Participation in Protests 
 

 
 
The highest opposition to the necessity of maintaining pluralism in public policies was 
recorded among the Shia’a (59.9%) and Druze respondents (52.9%), while it decreased 
significantly among respondents from the other sects and reached only 25.6% among the 
Sunni respondents and 21% among the Orthodox (Table 82). 
 
Table 82: To what extent do you agree that pluralism should be maintained in Public 
policies? - By Sect 
 

 
 
Relatively high levels of opposition to the need of maintaining pluralism in political 
representation were recorded in the various districts, scoring the highest rate in 
Marjayoun (100%), Nabatieh (98.6%), Zahrani (98.2%) and Tyre (97.8%), and then 
decreasing significantly in West Bekaa (26.7%), Rachaya (25%) and Saida (13.3%) (Table 
83). 
 
Table 83: To what extent do you agree that pluralism should be maintained in Political 
representation? - By District 
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The level of opposition to the necessity of preserving pluralism in political representation 
varied among respondents from different sects, with the highest level of opposition 
being recorded among Shia’a (76.7%) and Druze respondents (74.5%), while gradually 
decreasing for respondents from other sects where it scored 53.2% among the Sunni 
compared to 11.8% only among Alawites (Table 84). 
 
Table 84: To what extent do you agree that pluralism should be maintained in Political 
representation? - By Sect 
 

 
 
Both respondents who participated in the protests (65.4%) and those who did not 
(64.4%) reported close rates of opposition to the need of maintaining pluralism in 
political representation (Table 85).  
 
Table 85: To what extent do you agree that pluralism should be maintained in Political 
representation? - By Participation in Protests 
 

 
 
Finally, respondents were asked whether they know about a country that had succeeded 
in adopting pluralism in its political system and could be replicated in the Lebanese 
model. The majority of respondents (78.9%) denied their knowledge of a similar country, 
while only 21.1% answered positively. 
 
Turkey ranked first among the countries mentioned by respondents as an example that 
can be replicated in Lebanon (17.2%), followed directly by France with 16.6%. 
Percentages then gradually decreased for the other mentioned countries, such as the 
United States of America and Canada (9.8% and 9.2%, respectively) as shown in Graph 
21. 
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Graph 21: Do you know a country that has successfully adopted pluralism in its political 
system, a model that can be replicated in Lebanon? If yes, specify the country. 
 

 
 
A higher rate of male respondents reported their knowledge of a country that adopted 
pluralism and which the model can be replicated in Lebanon as compared to females 
(24.4% compared to 17.7%) (Table 86). 
 

Table 86: Do you know a country that has successfully adopted pluralism in its political 
system, a model that can be replicated in Lebanon? – By Gender 
 

 
 

In addition, knowledge of a similar country was recorded at higher rates among 
respondents participating in the demonstrations (27.5%) compared to non-participants 
(16.3%) (Table 87). 
 

Table 87: Do you know a country that has successfully adopted pluralism in its political 
system, a model that can be replicated in Lebanon? – By Participation in Protests 
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Close levels of knowledge of a country that succeeded in adopting pluralism and could be 
followed in Lebanon were recorded among Christian respondents (with the exception of 
Catholics) and Sunnites at an average of about 27%; Percentages then decreased among 
the Shia’a and Druze respondents to reach 9% and 8.8% respectively (Table 88). 
 
Table 88: Do you know a country that has successfully adopted pluralism in its political 
system, a model that can be replicated in Lebanon? – By Sect 
 

 
 

XII. Running for Public Office 
 
When respondents were asked whether they were considering running for a public office 
someday (MP, municipal position, Mukhtar…), only 7.6% answered positively, compared 
to 92.4% who stated that they never thought about it (Graph 22). 
 
Graph 22: Are you considering running for a public office (MP, municipal position, 
Mukhtar…) someday? 
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More male respondents than females mentioned considering running for a public office 
someday (9.9% versus 5.3%) (Table 89). 
 

Table 89: Are you considering running for a public office (MP, municipal position, 
Mukhtar…) someday? - By Gender 
 

 
 

The survey results also showed that participants in the protests were more motivated to 
run for a public office someday than non-participants (10.2% versus 5.7%) (Table 90). 

 

Table 90: Are you considering running for a public office (MP, municipal position, 
Mukhtar…) someday? - By Participation in Protests 
 

 
 

Close rates were reported among Catholic, Sunni and Shia’a respondents who mentioned 
that they are considering running for public office one day (7.5%, 7.7% and 7.2% 
respectively). 10.9% of Orthodox and 14.9% of Armenian respondents also agreed on this 
statement, while the highest levels of agreement were recorded among respondents 
who did not mention their sect (26.7%). Percentages then drop for the Maronite and 
Druze respondents, reaching 5.3% and 5.9% respectively (Table 91). 
 

Table 91: Are you considering running for a public office (MP, municipal position, 
Mukhtar…) someday? - By Sect 
 

 
 
 

XIII. Conclusions 
 

Based on the above, the following can be concluded: 
 

 Around 30% of young respondents considered seriously emigrating from Lebanon, 
and more than a third of them are practically seeking to emigrate from Lebanon 
at the present time. 
 

 More than half of young respondents considered themselves to be religious, but 
for the vast majority, religion is a personal matter between themselves and God 
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that does not affect their attitudes and relationships with others, nor does it 
affect their behavior in their daily lives or their own convictions. 

 Around half of the respondents stated that their sectarian affiliation does not 
affect their political orientations, compared to only 11.8% who mentioned such 
impact "to a large extent." 
 

 Only 8.7% of respondents mentioned their affiliation with an association or a non-
governmental organization; 46% support or endorse a specific political party, and 
8.4% officially belong (have an affiliation card) to a specific political party / 
movement. 

 
 42.4% of young respondents participated, at least for once, in the demonstrations 
and protests that took place in Lebanon since October 17th, 2019. Among the 
most important demands that prompted the demonstrators to participate in the 
protests are the recovery of the looted funds, followed by holding early 
parliamentary elections, forming a government of non-politicians, overthrowing 
all politicians without any exception, in addition to establishing a civil state. 

 
 Less than a third of respondents have looked over the Lebanese constitution. 
 

 The majority of young respondents supports decreasing the voting age to 18 
years, and in the event of issuing a new parliamentary electoral law outside the 
sectarian record, around half of the respondents prefer a proportional 
representation with a single district. 
 

 Social media ranks first among the sources that young respondents use to access 
information about politics in Lebanon, followed by television and then people of 
trust. 
 

 The vast majority of respondents agreed that the sectarian political system causes 
crises/tensions because it generates conflicts among the various sects; it also 
triggers quotas and corruption and makes accountability difficult, and has proved 
its failure in protecting the Lebanese and their economic growth. About half of 
respondents also agreed that thorough secularization is the alternative to the 
sectarian system. 

 
 The “leader’s control over the sect” ranked first among the guarantees or 
consequences of political sectarianism. 
 

 A large percent of young respondents called for the necessity of abolishing 
sectarian quotas for political and administrative positions in Lebanon, allowing 
freedom of expression without any boundaries, the complete separation of 
religion from the state, criminalizing defamation of religious shrines and symbols, 
passing a law prohibiting the formation of sectarian parties and committing them 
to a certain percentage of affiliates from another sect, electing a Parliament 
outside the sectarian record and the adoption of an optional civil law for personal 
status in Lebanon. 
 
 



Polling the Lebanese Youth on Politics and Sectarianism Opinion Poll 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Information International sal    

Rashad Center for Cultural Governance    61                             Ref.#: 128-9/ January 2020 

Adyan Foundation 

 
 

 On the other hand, around half of the respondents opposed the adoption of a 
decentralized system for each region so to enact its own laws and manage its 
affairs differently from other regions, as well as adopting a law prohibiting 
religious expressions in public places. 

 
 “Religion in Lebanon should be completely separated from the state and the law 
and should be confined to private life” ranked first among the appropriate 
alternative systems to political sectarianism in Lebanon. 

 
 The vast majority of respondents agreed that taking part in others’ religious 
occasions is a source of enrichment for the individual and society, in addition to 
religious education program on various religions and mixed marriage (Islamic-
Christian), while another high percentage disagreed that maintaining the 
sectarian nature of regions is a source of enrichment for the individual and 
society. 

 
 Respondents expressed the need to maintain pluralism in the field of education as 
well as in the field of law, while they disagreed on the necessity of maintaining 
pluralism in political representation and in public policies. 
 

 A small percent of respondents (21.1%) stated their knowledge of a country that 
succeeded in adopting pluralism in its political system and can be replicated in 
Lebanon. Turkey ranked first among the countries mentioned by the respondents, 
followed directly by France, then the United States of America and Canada. 
 

 Only 7.6% of the young respondents consider running for a public office (MP, 
municipal position, Mukhtar…) one day, most of them being males, participated in 
the demonstrations, and did not mention their sect. 


